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Political parties
are here to stay

for good or 
for ill.  





Not only to
survive, 

but to thrive.



Political
parties,
so far:  

Clientelistic-charismatic

No grassroots base

Few clans in control





6%
say they favor a political party




NATIONAL POLL, JUNE 2018



Are political
parties still

relevant to the
people? 



Role of political parties

Articulate and aggregate
social interests




Develop political 
programs




Help in political
socialization of citizens







Serve as
launchpads for
political leaders






Political party
finance pertains to
money for party
functions OUTSIDE
of elections.



The quality of
political parties
determine the extent
to which public
interest is served.  



What does an
effective

political party
do?



Political Party To Do’s: 

Set a clear
VISION 

Always-on
PERSUASION 

Process and
DECISION



Political Party To Do’s: 

VISION PERSUASION DECISION
Diagnosis
Program 

Values &
principles 

Membership,

volunteer, &
voter
engagement

Internal
organization
Top quality
leaders



Political Party To Do’s: 

VISION PERSUASION DECISION
Research
Polling
M&E
Data analysis

Training & ed
Coaching
Data mgnt
Communications 

Conflict mgnt
Negotiation
Advance
leadership ed



                       PHP           US$
Polling 
(1-year/4 quarters)            1,000,000                      20,000     

Two-day training
(1,000 pax)                         2,000,000                     40,000

Executive education 
(10 students/year)              1,500,000                      30,000



Who's footing
the bill?

Business 

NGOs

Academia 

Int'l partners

Own funds 



Upsides

Scarce resources spent for
social services
Entrepreneurship promoted
Survival of the fittest 



Downsides

Not transparent
Agenda capture 
Perpetuates charismatic leader
influence
Short-term thinking 
Abuse of state resources
Limited grassroots ownership 



So who should
foot the bill?



There should be a
healthy balance
between public and
private funding.



Earmark for highest public value
added
Link to equity conditions 
Penalize turncoats
Promote multiple parties
Transparent allocation
Outcome-based

With limited public coffers... 









Our political parties,
to a large extent,
determine the 
extent and pace of
our country’s
development. 



To save
democracy: 

level up,

political parties. 





WE can make political parties thrive. 



third.bagro@gmail.com

@thirdbagro

Youth
empowerment

-- so what?

Thank you! Thank you! 


