
InternationalIDEA@int_IDEAwww.idea.int International IDEA

The Global 
State of 
Democracy 
report 
Addressing the Ills, 
Reviving the 
Promise



A global health check of democracy

Global democracy landscape Chapter 1

Africa and the Middle EastChapter 2

Asia and the Pacific Chapter 3

The Americas Chapter 4

Europe Chapter 5

Global State of Democracy Report



Global State of 
Democracy (GSoD) 
Framework



Encouraging 
Developments



ENCOURAGING  DEVELOPMENTS

#1
The world is 
more democratic 
than it has ever 
been



#2 Democracy continues to spread to 
countries that have never been democracies
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Resilient
81%

Fragile
19%

#3
Democracy has 
proven resilient

ENCOURAGING  DEVELOPMENTS
Democracies



#4
Democracy is 
an enabler of 
sustainable 
development

ENCOURAGING  DEVELOPMENTS
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Challenges to 
Democracy



The share of weak 
democracies is on 
the rise

#1
The quality of 
democracy is 
declining

CHALLENGES TO DEMOCRACY

% of weak democracies
% of democracies with five high attributes1980:

47% of 38

2008:
27% of 90

2018:
22% of 972008:

20% of 90

2018:
25% of 97

1980:
13% of 38



#2
Hybridity has 
increased in the 
past four decades

CHALLENGES TO DEMOCRACY
Number of hybrid regimes



43%
HIGH

43%
MID-RANGE

14%
LOW

43% of countries 
still have high levels 
of corruption

#3
Insufficient 
progress in 
three areas

CHALLENGES TO DEMOCRACY

Levels of corruption
2018

Absence of corruption
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Progress on gender 
equality is too slow

#3
Insufficient 
progress in 
three areas

CHALLENGES TO DEMOCRACY How long will it take to 
reach gender parity in 

parliaments?
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Global trends over time
Judicial Independence

Levels of judicial 
independence are 
declining 

#3
Insufficient 
progress in 
three areas

CHALLENGES TO DEMOCRACY

Judicial Independence
Global trends over time

Judicial Independence
1975-2018

% of countries with high levels of Judicial
Independence

% of countries with low levels of Judicial
Independence



Indonesian State of 
Democracy 





The region’s democracies come in many shapes 
and forms

Representative 
Government

Fundamental 
Rights

Checks on 
Government

Impartial 
Administration

Participatory 
Engagement

Australia
India
Indonesia
Japan
Malaysia
Mongolia
Myanmar
Nepal
New Zealand
Papua New Guinea
Philippines
South Korea
Sri Lanka
Taiwan
Timor-Leste



Positive development





Persistent Challenges







Declines to watch out 
for
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Political regime type and income level in Asia



GSoD 2021: 

Impact of CoVid19 on 
Democracy
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