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About ANFREL

ANFREL is a regional election observation group working to advance 
electoral democracy in Asia.

ANFREL envision that every State has a government whose authority 
derives from the will of the people as expressed by secret ballot in 
genuine free and fair elections held at regular intervals on the basis of 
universal and equal suffrage.
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Democratic backsliding in ASEAN

Asia was transformed by the “third wave of democratization” that 
started in the mid-1970s, and many countries transitioned to more 
democratic forms of government between then and the mid-1990s, 
including the Philippines in 1986.

For instance: South Korea (1987), Cambodia (1991), Taiwan (1996), 
Indonesia (1998), Timor Leste (1999), etc.



ASEAN

• Myanmar had started a timid transition to 
democracy in 2010, culminating in its first free 
elections in 2015, followed by those in 2020 and a 
violent coup by the military.

• Cambodia, once a promising nascent 
democracy in the 1990s, has progressively 
become a deeply authoritarian one-party state.

• Vietnam and Laos remain Communist 
dictatorships with no freedom of speech, 
assembly or association.



More country cases

• Thailand went through a thirteenth 
successful coup in 2014, followed 
since by “partly free, not fair” 
elections and rampant abuse of 
power against dissidents.

• Singapore has been ruled by the 
PAP since 1959 and still fails to 
respect fundamental freedoms.

• Malaysia went through a successful 
transfer a power to the opposition in 
2018 but still has numerous 
authoritarian practices.

• Indonesia’s democracy keeps going 
more than two decades after the end of 
the military régime, but shows signs of 
weakness as well. Election violence and 
systemic problems;
 

• Brunei remains an absolutist monarchy 
with all round repression.

• Timor Leste has been the most 
democratic country in
Southeast Asia since its independence.



The 2019 Thai General 
Election:
A Missed Opportunity for 
Democracy



ANFREL’s Election
Observation Mission
● The only international election observer group 

accredited for the 2019 General Election
● A total of 34 international observers:

- 2 Electoral Analysts (45 days)
- 8 Observers covering Advance Voting (14 days)
- 24 other Observers (10 days)

● A variety of observation practices:
- campaign monitoring
- visits to polling stations during Advance Voting, 
Election Day, and an election re-run (26 May)
- in-depth interviews with electoral stakeholders
- desk review

● An assessment based on international standards 
and regional best practices of democratic elections
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“The 2019 Thai General Election was found wanting in the 
most important element required for an election to be 

considered truly democratic.

Thai authorities did ultimately fulfill their promise
to hold an election, but they failed to establish
a healthy political climate that lies at the heart

of free and fair electoral process.”
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“As the political future of Thailand looms uncertain 

yet once again, an unfortunate predicament that has been 

normalized in the minds of Thais, it is essential to address the 

fact that this latest Thai election was not a truly democratic 

process but at best a missed opportunity which failed to 

deliver on the people’s expectations.”



Electoral Environment
● The reintroduction of electoral processes after a hiatus of 8 years provided a brief opening

for people to assemble, have debates, and discuss their views openly. The election period was 

more peaceful than anticipated, with no major instances of violence.

● The election campaign was relatively vibrant with a record number of political parties and 

candidates competing.

● The media and civil society contributed tremendously in providing awareness to the voters

by presenting policies and the candidates to the voters. However, these two important 

institutions operated in a controlled environment hindering the effect of their efforts. 

● There were reported instances of rampant vote-buying reported. However, of much greater 

concern to us was the use of government resources during campaign.
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“The 2023 Thai general election showed 
improved accountability, transparency 
and inclusivity as evidenced by the 
general public’s acceptance and 
confidence in the final official election 
results.”



The new reporting system called ECT 
Report provided results that were 
timely, accurate, and easily 
accessible.

Analysis: Access by political parties, the media and election observers to tabulation centers could have 
further strengthened the transparency of the tabulation and announcement of results. 





PHALANG PRACHARAT (PPRP)

• The main ruling party, formed in 2018.

• Largely a proxy party for the military, led by                
Deputy Prime Minister and expert political broker 
General Prawit Wongsuwan.

• Won the most votes in 2019 but not the most seats.

• Strong in central and Southern Thailand mostly.



“The Senate race is not really an election, per se,”.“It’s a self-selection process where it allows 
patronage politics to run rampant at every stage.” 

“Thailand, after two decades dominated by conservatives, can only be described as 
semi-autocratic at best,” says Thitinan. “It cannot be considered a democracy when election 
winners are repeatedly kicked out and dissolved either by military coups or judicial 
interventions.”

Cogan is more blunt in his assessment: Thailand, he says, “is simply an authoritarian regime 
which has the illusion of democracy.”

https://time.com/6993473/thailand-2024-senate-election-results-democracy/





Genuine elections are 
fundamental to democracy, 
requiring several essential 
elements for their fulfillment. 

These include a fair legal framework, 
independent election management authorities, 
equitable campaign finance laws, equal 
opportunities for all election stakeholders 
(including candidates, media, and civil society), a 
vibrant and active civil society, voter education, 
universal access to electoral processes, and an 
effective electoral dispute resolution process.



Deter electoral fraud through their 
engagements

Boost public trust in the electoral 
system, promote understanding of 
elections and voter participation

Legitimize or delegitimize elections

Catalyze reforms by providing 
recommendations which promote 
transparency, inclusion and integrity

Promote best practices and prevent bad 
ones



ANFREL IEEOM Team 
Electoral analysts
Short-term observers
Mission management team

Methodology
Desk research
Engagement with stakeholders
Fieldwork
Pre-election process
Campaign period
Election Day

11 Provinces
126 Stakeholders

113 Polling Stations



Electoral Issues and 
Recommendations



The Constitutional Court’s judgment on the 
minimum age requirement to run for the 
presidential election posted legal uncertainty.

● Inclusion the age qualifications in the Constitution to ensure stability and 
consistency in the eligibility criteria for political office.

● Review and amend constitutional provisions and laws to address 
electoral uncertainties stemming from the potential loopholes in the legal 
system.



Misuse of State Resources

The current legal framework lacks the necessary provisions to effectively 
address instances of misuse of state resources in elections.

ANFREL urges the Parliament to tackle this issue through legislation, 
and the KPU to take proactive steps to focus on the substantive 
aspects of the electoral process.



Independence of KPU

The independence of KPU has been questioned on multiple occasions due to 
actions perceived as biased and incompetent by both political parties and civil 
society organizations.

ANFREL recommends KPU to enhance transparency and inclusivity in its 
regulatory decision-making process, making regular consultations with 
relevant stakeholders a practice.

Bawaslu should take proactive measures to be transparent about 
complaints resolutions.



Pervasiveness of mis- and disinformation 

There should be a multi-pronged approach to address information disorder 
which includes promoting media, information and digital literacy, upholding media 
freedom as well as ethical and professional standards, pushing for accountability 
and transparency of social media platforms, and nuancing guidelines and further 
discussions to curb the misuse and abuse of generative AI and other emerging 
technology that may be used to distort and malign the truth.





1. Poverty and social vulnerability 
2. Political Clientelism 

3. Expectation of Reciprocity
4. Social Norm of Gift Giving

5. Kinship system
6. Personality-driven

7. Incumbent advantage
8. Electoral System

9. Voters’ Expectations
10. Enforcement



Sowing Distrust Against Democratic Institutions



The Battle for 2028



300+ Stakeholder Interviews
147 Polling Stations
74 Rural and 73 Urban

8 provinces
15 cities









A Candidate used two helicopter owned by Sri Lankan Air Force, air force 
unit for security, Kilinochchi a hospital ambulance, and vehicles of task 
forces and police vehicles were used for security.

Report 
courtesy of TI 
Sri Lanka



Misuse/Abuse of State Resources
• Need for stronger regulations and enforcement mechanisms
• Ensure transparency and accountability in future elections.

Campaign Finance Law
• Parliament should review and refine campaign finance law to address 

emerging challenges

• ECSL should review the enforcement timeline to broaden its scope

• The Parliament and ECSL should provide clear guidelines on categories
• Robust monitoring mechanisms, including digital platforms



Media Independence and Access
• Adopt stronger self-regulation 

• Uphold high ethical standards
• Stricter enforcement of media guidelines 

• Greater support for independent journalism 
• Editorial independence and fair media representation 

• Fostering a transparent and equitable electoral environment

Misinformation and Disinformation
• Strong need for transparency and fact-checking initiatives 

• Fact-checking initiatives 

• Enhanced oversight of social media platforms







 Bangkok Declaration on Free and Fair 
Elections (2012)

 Dili Indicators of Democratic Elections 
(2015)

 Bali Commitments: 8 Keys to Electoral 
Transparency and Integrity (2016)

 Colombo Pledge on Promoting and 
Defending Democracy in Asia (2018)

ASIAN ELECTORAL 
STAKEHOLDER FORUM 
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Asian Network for Free Elections
Advancing Electoral Democracy in Asia

https://anfrel.org/

https://www.facebook.com/ANFREL

https://x.com/Anfrel

https://www.linkedin.com/company/anfrel/

https://www.tiktok.com/@_anfrel

https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029VaA90naGE56j1o7Se50f


